Pichinde virus-specific cell-associated suppression of primary footpad swelling in an inbred strain of Syrian hamsters.
Pichinde virus causes a lethal disease after i.p. inoculation of adult MHA hamsters; other strains of Syrian hamsters are resistant to this lethal infection. During studies of cell-mediated immune responses to Pichinde virus, it was noted that MHA hamsters survived infection when the virus was given in the footpad. However, unlike the resistant LSH and LVG strains of hamsters, the MHA hamsters did not manifest a footpad swelling response. Failure of the MHA hamster to respond to a footpad inoculation of Pichinde virus was shown to be virus-specific and appeared to be mediated by a cell-associated suppressor mechanism.